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so bravely manned, as when Barry and Mossop alternated leading parts on the boards of the Crow Street Theatre in 1759-60. Though Mossop is almost forgotten, he lives in the memory of some of us as a man of misfortune, an actor, who, by his own undisciplined life, and through his senseless vanity and conceit, brought himself from the highest pinnacle of fame and good fortune, to miserable poverty, despair, and a wretched death-bed. Both the man and the actor are important in connection with the subject on hand, and some short account of Henry Mossop will not be out of place.
He was born in 1729, was the son of the Rector of Tuam, and was educated at Dublin, first at a grammar school in Digges Street, and afterwards at Trinity College. It is said that he was intended for the Church, but he made his election for the stage, and through the influence of an old schoolfellow, Francis Gentleman, then a member of Sheridan's stock company, received an invitation to appear at the Smock Alley Theatre in 1749. He was announced to appear on November 28 of that year, in the part of Zanga, in Dr. Young's tragedy of The Revenge. " This character," says Mr. R. W. Lowe, in an interesting sketch of Mossop, "was most judiciously chosen for Mossop's first appearance. It is one of strong passion, with little subtlety of characterization, but with an abundance of striking effects ; and it is eminently suited to a young actor who has fire and passion, but whose method is unformed. This was precisely Mossop's position, and he played the part with such beautiful wildness, and with occasional flashes of such brilliant genius, as clearly indicated his future greatness." He was an immediate success, and, supported by his fellow-collegian, he played Richard and other characters, so much to the mind of the audiences, that at the end of